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Indian Consulate hosts Indian R-Day Celebrations
SURESH SHAH

Indian CG Neeta Bhushan unfurling Indian Flag
commencing the celebrations

Singing of Indian National Anthem

CHICAGO: Indian Consulate in Chicago
hosted the 68th Republic Day Celebration
at its premises on Thursday January 26 with
lot of enthusiasm and gaiety. The Consu-
late office was decorated with Indian flags,
flowers and Indian cultural symbols to re-
flect the festive atmosphere of this impor-
tant occasion.

Indian nationals, persons of Indian ori-
gin and friends of India attended the fes-
tivities in huge numbers. Their patriotic fer-
vor was evident from the fact that they
braved the freezing cold, especially on the
working weekday, to participate in the cel-
ebrations.

D.B.Bhati, Consul (Political, Commerce
& Visa) introduced the new Consul General
Neeta Bhushan to the gathering. Neeta
Bhushan in her introductory speech high-
lighted the steps taken by the Government
of India for the welfare of the Persons of
Indian Origin and the Non-Resident Indi-

Gathering of Indian Diaspora at the Consulate

ticipate in all the ambitious development-
centric initiatives of the Government of In-
dia.

CG Neeta Bhushan then unfurled the
National Flag which was followed by sing-
ing of the National Anthem of India by all.
She then read out the President's Message,
both in Hindi and English, addressed to the
Nation on the eve of 68th Republic Day of
India.

During the celebration, Consul General
met with all members of Indian community
to get a first hand feel of their concerns and
problems.

ans. She said that the government attaches
very high importance to the Indian Diaspora
and that the Consulate would keep render-
ing prompt consular, visa and passport ser-
vices to the community. She also called
upon Indian-Americans to proactively par-

Minhaj counters criticism of
R-Day celebrations

HARISH RAO

CHICAGO: Taking umbrage at the unsa-
vory comments about the celebration of
Indian Republic Day by the Chicago based

Federation of Indian Associations, outgo-
ing president Minhaj Akhtar observed that
the most important point that the so called

objective critics miss is that "my FIA
decided to celebrate this national
festival of India on the day that it
falls and that was Thursday Janu-
ary 26, and was not dragged to week-
ends    as has been the practice with
many associations."

"We knew that it would inconve-
nience many but we were sure that
those who really have love for India
would come whether it is weekend
or if the weather is unfavorable.  And
we had really a good crowd that in-
cluded among others Indian CG
Neeta Bhushan, Indian oncologist
from neighboring State of Indiana
Dr Bharat Barai and a front ranking
Indian businessman from St Louis,
Dr. Deepak Kant Vyas."

Lamp lighting ceremony at FIA Banquet. Minhas Akhtar
with Neeta Bhushan and Dr Vyas Cont�d on page 19


