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Grand 10th Anniversary Celebration ofBAPS Shri
Swaminarayan Mandir, Atlanta, Georgia
ATLANTA, GA (TIP): His Holiness
Mahant Swami Maharaj, the current spiritual
leader of the BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha,
joined devotees and well-wishers in
celebrating the ten-year anniversary of the
BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir in Atlanta,
GA on July 1, 2017. The Mandir was
inaugurated by His Holiness Pramukh Swami
Maharaj in 2007 and has helped enrich the
local community through the development of
family and youth programs, community
outreach, and spiritual assemblies. A true
labor of love, the Mandir offers weekly
services and year-round programs organized
by volunteers and Swamis within the BAPS
community.
As a central place of Hindu worship, the
BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir opened to
the community on August 26, 2007 and was
made possible by the spiritual support,
guidance, and inspiration of Pramukh Swami
Maharaj, the fifth spiritual successor of
Bhagwan Swaminarayan. Today, Mahant
Swami Maharaj carries forward this work and
legacy as the current spiritual successor of
Bhagwan Swaminarayan.
Through his
leadership and guidance, Mahant Swami
Maharaj invites people of all faiths and
cultural backgrounds to visit and explore the
mandir, its architecture, and its Hindu
teachings.
Heer Patel from Memphis, Tennessee was
relatively new to the BAPS community during
the inaugural ceremonies in 2007 and recalled
the event with great enthusiasm, "[Pramukh
Swami] was truly someone special that was
able to attract thousands of people from
different backgrounds and bring them
together for one purpose. I was not never
really interested in spirituality, but after the
memorable interactions with Pramukh
Swami Maharaj when he inaugurated the
temple in 2007, I became more and more
connected with the temple." Patel was a
volunteer at the 10 year celebrations. "It has
been such an amazing experience to have just
as amazing interactions with Mahant Swami
Maharaj as we celebrated the 10 year
anniversary of the mandir".
Since Pramukh Swami Maharaj's visit,
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participation within the local community and
beyond has grown, and hundreds of
individuals regularly attend celebrations of
Hindu festivals throughout the year.
The BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir in
Atlanta is the first of its kind in the region,
and community volunteers welcomed the tenyear anniversary celebrations in the presence
of Mahant Swami Maharaj with the same zeal
and excitement they experienced back in 2007.
The anniversary celebrations were
primarily created and led by the youth of
BAPS who have been preparing for the arrival
of Mahant Swami Maharaj for several
months. Yash Soni from Parkland, FL says,
"By participating in various performances
during the 10th anniversary celebration, I
have felt a deep connection with my guru and
developed a greater understanding of samp
(unity) and teamwork. These are two values
that he has stressed to youths of my age."
Over the past ten years, the mandir has
welcomed people from all walks of life,
leaving a lasting impression in their lives.
Community members join in weekly events to
practice
spirituality
and
personal
development while fostering a sense of unity
and teamwork. Music, language, and spiritual
enrichment classes actively instill Hindu
values and culture in future generations of
young people who will grow to lead in their
communities.
Regular programs and events at the mandir

provide an opportunity for community
members to explore and practice Hindu
traditions and faith. The mandir is also the
site of various charitable initiatives that
include health fairs, blood drives, and
community walkathons for people of all ages merging the spirit of
service with
volunteerism.
The BAPS Mandir in Atlanta unites
families in spirituality, setting the tone for the
anniversary events. Highlights from the
program included video footage of the
inaugural ceremonies and colorful cultural
dances. Guests relived the past ten years of
the mandir's history, the development of
youth activities, and the installation of the
sacred image of Nilkanth Varni. Devotees
shared stories of reaching milestones in their
spirituality, growing closer to one another,
and practicing peaceful living - all inspired
and guided by the role of mandir in their
lives.
The event was attended by several
community and government officials who
recalled fond moments with Pramukh Swami
Maharaj and shared heartfelt reflections on
their first meeting with Mahant Swami
Maharaj during his current travels. The
mayor of Lilburn, Mayor Johnny Crist,
presented Mahant Swami Maharaj with a key
to the city while saying, "Most cities in the
state of Georgia want to be a place where you
live, work, and play. But may I offer another

alternative, or add to it, and that is we need to
be a city where that is a place to live, to work,
to play, and to pray." Mayor Crist also brought
a proclamation designating July 1, 2017 as
Mahant Swami Maharaj Day in the city of
Lilburn. In addition to Lilburn there are a
total of six cities recognizing July 1, 2017 as
Mahant Swami Maharaj Day including
Matthews, NC; Boynton Beach, FL;
Montgomery, AL; Knox County, TN; and
Anderson, SC.
Georgia's Secretary of State, Mr. Brian
Kemp, conferred an Honorary Citizenship of
Georgia to His Holiness Mahant Swami
Maharaj. The honorable Mr. Nagesh Singh,
the Consul General of India, was also in
attendance and conveyed a hearty welcome on
behalf of the Government of India.
The celebrations concluded with blessings
from
Mahant
Swami
Maharaj
who
encouraged all to uphold unity, maintain
faith, and further develop one's spirituality in
strengthening the mandir as a community
place of worship.
Follow #BAPSATL10 and #MahantSwami on
social media for more details regarding
anniversary celebrations and His Holiness
Mahant Swami Maharaj's North America visit.

More details at
http://www.baps.org/News/2017/BAPSAtlanta-10th-anniversary-11686.aspx
(Photographs and Press release /Asian Media
USA)

ACLU’S Jameel Jaffer to Direct Knight First Amendment Institute at Columbia University
NEW YORK (TIP): Jameel Jaffer, deputy
legal director at the ACLU, has been named
the founding director of the Knight First
Amendment
Institute
at
Columbia
University. In May, Columbia and the John S.
and James L. Knight Foundation announced
the creation of the new institute which will
work-through litigation, research and public
advocacy-to preserve and expand the
freedoms of expression and the press in the
digital age.
"We're at a moment in our history when
freedom of expression, access to information
and high quality journalism have never been
more
important,
yet
are
facing
unprecedented challenges," said Columbia
University President Lee C. Bollinger, a
noted First Amendment legal scholar. "No
one understands that better than Jameel
Jaffer. Throughout his accomplished career,
Jameel has proven himself to be among the
First Amendment's most effective defenders
and we could hardly have a more ideal
founding director of the Knight Institute at
Columbia."
Since he joined the staff of the ACLU in
2002, Jaffer has litigated some of the most
significant post-9/11 cases relating to
national security and civil liberties, among

them: constitutional challenges to gag orders
imposed under the USA Patriot Act,
surveillance conducted by the National
Security Agency, the viewpoint-based denial
of visas to foreign scholars, and the sealing
of judicial opinions issued by the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Court. He has
argued cases at all levels of the federal court
system, including in the U.S. Supreme Court,
and has testified before Congress about a
variety of topics relating to national
security and civil liberties. Jaffer is also one
of the nation's leading Freedom of
Information Act attorneys, having litigated
landmark cases that resulted in the
publication of crucial documents about the
U.S.
government's
counter-terrorism
policies.
"The digital age has brought us a wealth of
new ways to communicate, but digital
technology is also vulnerable to surveillance
and control. At the same time, news
organizations have fewer resources to fight for
access to government records and defend free
expression," said Alberto Ibargüen, president of
Knight Foundation. "Jameel Jaffer's integrity,
intellect and collaborative nature make him the
right leader for a new organization. His
experience at the intersection of law and

technology make him the forward-looking legal
strategist the Institute needs to select-and winprecedent-setting battles."
The Knight First Amendment Institute
will address a range of significant and
emerging First Amendment issues on which
Jaffer has direct expertise, including
electronic surveillance by government;
privacy rights on digital platforms; the
overall freedom of internet platforms, and
the rights and responsibilities of the
corporate actors who own those platforms;
public access to government records,
including
judicial
records;
secrecy
obligations
imposed
on
technology
companies; and the prosecution of
government whistleblowers.
In his role as director of the ACLU's
Center for Democracy, Jaffer created the
ACLU's project on speech, privacy, and
technology; oversaw a major expansion of
the ACLU's work on issues relating to civil
liberties in the digital age; and was
instrumental in the ACLU's decision to take
on the representation of whistleblower
Edward Snowden. He also directed the
ACLU's litigation relating to the NSA
surveillance programs that Snowden
disclosed.
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